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SANDOVAL COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE SHARES SUCCESSFUL
COLD CASE INVESTIGATION UPDATES

Sheriff’s Office stated that dedicated staff and access to new and broader forensic
technology work to realize the County’s goal of bringing closure to families, and if
required, justice for the deceased

Bernalillo, NM, January 27, 2026: Sandoval County Undersheriff Joe Gonzales addressed local
media today and reported that four cold cases have been solved in the past 18 months, representing
83% of the backlog of such cases. Undersheriff Gonzales said, “Our message today is two-fold. First,
we are committed to identifying anyone who is discovered deceased in our County—no exceptions.
We want to know who they were, we want to give closure to their families, and if required, we want to
seek justice for the deceased. Second, these cases are a priority and will not be ignored. Our
expanded staff, dedicated to these cases, uses a combination of forensics, advanced technology, and
resources powered by law enforcement expertise and experience in detective work. We will find the
answers, and if you have committed a crime against these individuals, we will hold you accountable.
Our current results demonstrate this.”

Before introducing Detective Donald Chewning, who leads these investigations, Sandoval County
Manager Wayne Johnson said, “We are a Class A County and one of the fastest growing in the
state. With growth comes the real-world reality. We have crime here, which we address, and also
because of our rural geography, we are vulnerable to those wishing to hide their crimes.

Our Sheriff’s Office knows this, and that’'s why two years ago, it took the steps necessary to mitigate
this vulnerability by hiring Donald Chewning, a detective with years of experience and expertise in

such cases.”
THE CASES

Before discussing case specifics, Detective Chewning explained that some had gone dormant
because traditional investigative methods had been exhausted. He shared that uncooperative
witnesses, a lack of witnesses, and unreliable testimony impede investigative progress,too. According
to Chewning, what made the difference in moving these cases forward was improvement and
advancement in forensic science and genetic genealogy, in combination with applied detective work
and having the time allotted for that work.
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Chewning also thanked and acknowledged representatives of the Albuquerque Police Department,
the Corrales Police Department, the Albuquerque field office of the FBI, the Rocky Mountain
Information Network, the Sandoval County Fire and Rescue K-9 team, and the Sandoval County
Sheriff's Office. In addition, he reminded those in attendance that individuals with information can call
the dedicated tip line, 505-867.7350, and share information on Sandoval County Unsolved Cases
(facebook.com/sandovalunsolved).

Sandoval County, one of the fastest-growing counties in New Mexico, encompasses 3,714 square
miles of diverse geography and has a population of more than 160,000 people. It includes the
incorporated municipalities of Bernalillo, Cuba, Corrales, Jemez Springs, Rio Rancho, San Ysidro, the
Town of Cochiti Lake, numerous unincorporated communities, and all or portions of 12 Indian
Pueblos and Tribal Nations. For more information, visit

www.sandovalcountynm.gov.
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