




 

 

 

June 3, 2026 

 

 

 

Sandoval County Planning & Zoning 

Sandoval County Complex 

1500 Idalia Blvd, Building D 

Bernalillo, NM  87004 

 

Dear Ms. Arias and Planning & Zoning Committee: 

 

Having owned my home on Highway 474 for over 35 years, I’m a long-time resident of Algodones.  I 

wear two hats in relation to my community.  First, I’m a community resident committed to preserving 

the predominantly rural, residential/agricultural (RRA) nature of Algodones; secondly, I am a Board 

member of the Algodones Neighborhood Association.  This letter is written in my personal capacity as 

a long-time resident and active community member. 

 

I have reviewed public records available from Planning & Zoning meetings (January 2014 through 

January 2026) and numerous Sandoval County and State websites. The Special Use District request 

(ZNCH 25-006) by the proprietors of the Algodones Distillery does not seem to meet any of the 

fourteen (14) allowable uses in a Special Use District (Section 10. D of the Comprehensive Zoning 

Ordinance).  

 

Per Statute 60-6A-6.1, craft distilleries are akin to small wineries in that they are permissible in areas 

zoned RRA. The proprietors of the Distillery have been addressing site concerns raised in previous 

Planning & Zoning meetings. However, a Special Use District designation does not align with the 

allowed uses per Section 10.D and seems to run counter to maintaining the compatibility of property 

uses, integrity, and character of the area (Section 10.A.1 and 2).  I am personally of the opinion that 

the Algodones Distillery can conduct current allowable craft distillery operations using County 

approved Special Event permits; such permitted events (i.e. weddings) constitute a small percentage of 

their overall revenue compared to the sales of their bottled products. The Algodones Area Development 

Policy already has areas designated for commercial use where the Distillery could grow its product 

production, sales, and ability to host numerous events. 

 

As you are aware, Highway 474 has undergone its share of upheaval due to repetitive zoning violations 

within our RRA area – especially over Permissive and Conditional uses. Hence, I personally oppose 

approval of the Special Use District request by the proprietors of the Algodones Distillery.  Fortunately 

for us in the vicinity of Highway 474, action by the neighborhood and Sandoval County Code 

Enforcement resolved our issue.  May it do the same for neighbors on and around Calle Alfredo. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ann L. Gibson 











































From: Laura Escarcida
To: Doraida Arias
Cc: John Escarcida; Laura Escarcida
Subject: Opposition to Zoning Change Request - Algodones Distillery #ZNCH-25-006
Date: Thursday, June 4, 2026 11:21:38 PM

Re: Opposition to Zoning Change Request - Algodones Distillery #ZNCH-25-006

Dear Chair and Commission Members: 

We respectfully submit this correspondence in opposition to the request to rezone a
residence in a currently designated Rural Residential Agricultural (RRA) area to a
Special Use, as requested by the Algodones Distillery.

We support responsible economic development, local entrepreneurship, and small
business growth. However, this application is not simply a request to continue a small
home-based business. The proposed use has evolved far beyond what is appropriate
for a residential neighborhood and would establish a large event venue open to the
public, together with ongoing commercial operations, creating impacts that are
inconsistent with both the character and infrastructure of our community.

Algodones is a small rural community of approximately 1,200 residents. We do not
have traffic signals, extensive commercial infrastructure, or a local police department.
The prospect of hundreds of visitors attending events involving alcohol service
presents legitimate concerns regarding traffic management, emergency response,
and public safety. 

The proposed commercial event venue appears inconsistent with the intent and goals
of the Algodones Area Development Policy and the Sandoval County Comprehensive
Plan. The Algodones Area Development Policy states: "The Algodones Community
District shall be preserved as a predominantly residential community, with necessary
commercial, business, and other non-residential activities existing primarily to serve
local residents."

With the application submittal is a petition containing 581 signatures from patrons of
the business. This number is nearly half the population of our entire village. Of these
signatures, approximately 88 percent are from individuals who reside outside
Sandoval County, while only less than two percent are from Algodones community
members (ten signatures, three of which are from individuals who reside on the
distillery property). While customer support for a business is understandable, land-
use decisions should primarily consider the impacts on the surrounding community
and the residents who must live with the consequences every day.

Equally concerning is the applicant's history of noncompliance. Despite the County
establishing reasonable conditions and limitations, the applicant chose to operate
beyond the scope of previously authorized activities, including hosting events after
permits were denied and conducting operations inconsistent with County
requirements. These activities appear to have occurred for years. During this same
period, evidence suggests the applicant operated without required state permits that
were established to protect water resources and our environment. This history should
weigh heavily when evaluating whether expanded operational authority should be
granted.

Simply put, the application raises significant concerns regarding neighborhood
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compatibility, traffic and infrastructure capacity, public safety, environmental
violations, the applicant's history of noncompliance, and consistency with adopted
planning policies.

For these reasons, we respectfully urge the Planning and Zoning Commission to deny
the requested zoning change and preserve the rural residential character, safety, and
quality of life that we the residents of Algodones have long valued.

Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully submitted,

John & Laura Escarcida (Algodones Residents)

 This message is originated from an external organization 
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