2026 CHS Speaker Series - Speakers and Topics

January 11, 2026 - Lucy Salazar - “Bailes de Salon”

The Corrales Historical Society’s inaugural 2026 Speaker Series event will feature a
special 2-hour event, “Bailes de Salén” to be held on January 11, 2026 in the Old San
Ysidro Church in Corrales starting at 2 p.m. In New Mexico, bailes de salon (meaning
"ballroom dances") refers to the traditional Hispanic dances with European and
Mexican origins that have been performed in the region for centuries. Lucy Salazar is
our presenter with music provided by Tios Mios. Get familiar with traditional dances
like La Cuna, La Camila, La Vaquero, and Valse de Pafos. The event will feature a
combination of a brief overview of the history of these dances, a dance demonstration
with live music, and dance instruction.

February 15, 2026 - Raymond Sisneros - “Early History of the Navajo Tribe”

On February 15, 2026, our speaker is Raymond Sisneros, who comes highly
recommended by the Sandoval County Historical Society (Sisneros presented there on
October 13, 2024). He will make a presentation focusing on the early history of the
Navajo, stretching back in time to before Spanish colonization. Sisneros holds a
doctorate in history and focuses on Latin American history, the history of land grants,
and colonial New Mexico. He is also the founder and editor of the Colonial Latin
American Historical Review and has held professorships at institutions including the
University of Arizona and the University of New Mexico (UNM). He is known for his
expertise in the history of New Mexico, including Navajo history.

March 22, 2026 - Bob Belinoff - “Concert for Corrales and Selected Short Films”

Bob Belinoff is a Corrales resident and an acclaimed American documentary
filmmaker, photographer, and visual artist. On March 22nd, he presents on the topic
“Concert for Corrales and Selected Corrales Short Films; Almost a Masterpiece,
Pandemic Artist, and Georgia O’Keefe and Me.” Mr. Belinoff will show his films and talk
about Corrales as fertile ground for artists starting over. His presentation will include
showings of films created for various events here in Corrales, including for the “Musica
de Corrales” festival, held November 2 & 3, 2024 in the Old Church. The Old Church
will be darkened, and both upgraded audio and visual equipment will be utilized to
bring this filmmaker’s visions to life.

April 12, 2026 - Raices - “Descendant Families of Corrales: In Our Own Words”

Raices,” is the Spanish word for “Roots." For centuries, Corrales has sustained the
descendants of generations of deeply rooted families, and provided the fertile ground
for new individuals to establish their "Raices." Raices, is also a group of Corrales
residents who have organized to preserve the histories, traditions, culture, and
significance of descendant families in Corrales. Fittingly, with mutual visions and goals,
Raices has naturally become a committee of the Corrales Historical Society. This



"Raices" event will feature history, music, and testimonies from various descendant
families from the Village, describing earlier life and traditions of friends and neighbors in
Corrales. Moreover, the event will help establish the importance of preserving these
traditions in the Village and recognizing that the contributions of our descendant
families to the life and traditions of our Village are as important today as they were in
the past.

May 24, 2026 - Robert Martinez - “Casta: Race and Identity in Colonial New
Mexico”

State Historian Robert Martinez examines the role of racial mixing, identity, and the
categorizing of humans living in Spanish Colonial New Mexico. Rob has been a long-
time friend of the Corrales Historical Society and has presented many times in the past
at the Speaker Series. Many may be familiar with his YouTube channel and his “New
Mexico History in 10 Minutes” videos. He is also not only a great state historian but is
also a musical performer who adeptly combines New Mexico history with musical
expressions (performed solo and on guitar).

September 22, 2026 - Harrison Candelaria Fletcher - “Finding Querencia”

Rooted in the Spanish verb querer—“to want, to love” —querencia names the place of
safety and belonging we call home. Join North Valley native and writer Harrison
Candelaria Fletcher as he traces his mother’s Corrales roots and the stories held by
objects, memory, and land. Together we’ll consider how to cultivate connection—
whether you’ve been here generations or just arrived —through the ways place shapes
identity and spirit. We’ll explore how to maintain and protect what binds us to
community, culture, and history. This talk features brief readings, a guided
conversation, and, if there’s time, writing prompts to stir the querencia within us all.

October 18, 2026 - Jennie Thornton - “The History of Wine Making in Corrales”

Join Corrales resident Jennie Thornton, owner and operator of the Viva Vino’s Wine
Studio in Old Town Albuquerque, as she discusses the history of winemaking in
Corrales. Jennie returned to Corrales three years ago to be closer to family and friends,
after establishing herself in the world of winemaking. Her accomplishments include a
career in Napa Valley at the Joseph Phelps Vineyards, where she worked on both the
production and educational sides of the winery. While in London, she served as Wine
Portfolio Ambassador for Constellation Brands, the largest wine company in the world.

Her talk will not only describe her professional journey, but will illustrate what makes
growing grapes and producing wine so special here in the Rio Grande Valley, and
particularly here in Corrales.



November 22, 2026 - Enrique Lamadrid - “Defending Querencias in the North
Valleys of Alburquerque”

Our final speaker for the 2026 Speaker Series will be Enrique Lamadrid, an
accomplished historian and author who will speak on the defenses of querencias in the
north valleys of Alburquerque. He will retell the story of three notable defenders of our
local querencia: the beloved lands and peoples on both banks of the restless Rio
Grande below Sandia Mountain; "Juan Aleman,” whose Tiwa name was Xauian, who
heroically defended the valley of Tiguex from the ravages of the Coronado Expedition
of 1540-1542; Jacques Grolet, whose Spanish name was Santiago Gurulé, was a
refugee of the ill-fated La Salle Expedition who lent his frontiersman’s expertise to the
1694 Vargas “Re-Conquest"; and Dr. Cristobal Larrafiaga, who saved a generation of
Alburquenios and Corralefios when he came through in 1805 with the Hero Children of
the Real Expedicion Filantrépica de la Vacuna.
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