
Excerpted from the New Mexico “Open Meetings Act,” 
NMSA 1978, Sections 10-15-1 to 10-15-4 

 
H. The provisions of Subsections A, B and G of this section do not apply to: 
 
(1) Meetings pertaining to issuance, suspension, renewal or revocation of a license except that a 
hearing at which evidence is offered or rebutted shall be open. All final actions on the issuance, 
suspension, renewal or revocation of a license shall be taken at an open meeting; 
 
(2) limited personnel matters; provided that for purposes of the Open Meetings Act, “limited 
personnel matters” means the discussion of hiring, promotion, demotion, dismissal, assignment 
or resignation of or the investigation or consideration of complaints or charges against any 
individual public employee; provided further that this Subsection is not to be construed as to 
exempt final actions on personnel from being taken at open public meetings; nor does it preclude 
an aggrieved public employee from demanding a public hearing. Judicial candidates interviewed 
by any commission shall have the right to demand an open interview; 
 
(3) deliberations by a public body in connection with an administrative adjudicatory proceeding. 
For purposes of this paragraph, an “administrative adjudicatory proceeding” means a proceeding 
brought by or against a person before a public body in which individual legal rights, duties or 
privileges are required by law to be determined by the public body after an opportunity for a 
trial-type hearing. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the actual administrative 
adjudicatory proceeding at which evidence is offered or rebutted and any final action taken as a 
result of the proceeding shall occur in an open meeting; 
 
(4) the discussion of personally identifiable information about any individual student, unless the 
student, his parent or guardian requests otherwise; 
 
(5) meetings for the discussion of bargaining strategy preliminary to collective bargaining 
negotiations between the policy-making body and a bargaining unit representing the employees 
of that policymaking body and collective bargaining sessions at which the policymaking body 
and the representatives of the collective bargaining unit are present; 
 
(6) that portion of meetings at which a decision concerning purchases in an amount exceeding 
two thousand hundred dollars ($2,500) that can be made only from once source and that portion 
of meetings at which the contents of competitive sealed proposals solicited pursuant to the 
Procurement Code are discussed during the contract negotiation process. The actual approval of 
purchase of the item or final action regarding the selection of a contractor shall be made in an 
open meeting; 
 
(7) meetings subject to the attorney-client privilege pertaining to threatened or pending litigation 
in which the public body is or may become a participant; 
 
(8) meetings for the discussion of the purchase, acquisition or disposal of real property or water 
rights by the public body; 



(9) those portions of meetings of committees or boards of public hospitals where strategic and 
long-range business plans or trade secrets are discussed; and 
 
(10) that portion of a meeting of the gaming control board dealing with information made 
confidential pursuant to the provisions of the Gaming Control Act. 
 
I. If any meeting is closed pursuant to the exclusions contained in Subsection H of this section, 
the closure: 
 
(1) If made in an open meeting, shall be approved by a majority vote of a quorum of the 
policymaking body; the authority for the closure and the subject to be discussed shall be stated 
with reasonable specificity in the motion calling for the vote on a closed meeting; the vote shall 
be taken in an open meeting; and the vote of each individual member shall be recorded in the 
minutes. Only those subjects announced or voted upon prior to closure by the policymaking body 
may be discussed in a closed meeting; and 
 
(2) if called for when the policymaking body is not in an open meeting, shall not be held until 
public notice, appropriate under the circumstances, stating the specific provision of the law 
authorizing the closed meeting and stating with reasonable specificity the subject to be discussed, 
is given to the members and to the general public. 
 


