PLACITAS SAGE COHOUSING, LLC

PO Box 408, Placitas, NM 87043 =+ PlacitasSage.org * Sage@PlacitasSage.org

Summary Report
Placitas Sage Cohousing Community Meeting - May 4 2016

Pre-Meeting Publicity:
* Hardcopy signs were placed in the following locations:
o Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, Placitas, NM
The “Merc” bulletin board {local grocery story)
The Placitas Cafe
The Placitas Senior Center
Mail boxes at the entrance to Placitas West Road
o Bulletin Board of Ranchos de Placitas
¢ Sandoval Signpost Monthly Newspaper
o Calendar Listing
o “Business Card"” size ad in classified section
¢ Social Media
o Announcement on Placitas Sage Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/PlacitasSage
o Anncuncement in “Nextdoor” App, which reaches 200+ neighbors in Placitas West, and
3 other neighborhoods with .5 miles of Placitas West.
o Announcement on the Placitas Sage Cohousing website
http://www.placitassage.org/html/events.htmi#b
e Personal Contacts
o Members of Placitas Sage sent personal emails to local contacts inviting them to attend
the meeting.

o 0 00

The Pre-Planning and Zoning Meeting Setting
Placitas Sage Cohousing(PSC} rented the Fellowship Hall and the Sanctuary of Las Placitas Presbyterian
Church, Placitas, for the May 4, 2016 meeting.

The first part of the evening was an Open House, which ran from 6-7 p.m. P5C Members were available
to greet people and answer questions during this time. Fifty-five visitors signed in (see attached sign-in
sheets). PSC set up table displays in the Fellowship Hall, which included:
A scale model of the project
24x 36 boards with the site plans, elevations, unit plans
A PowerPoint presentation about Cohousing in general, with specific information about PSC.
Notebooks with
o supporting documents from the Office of the State Engineer, NM Department of
Transportation, Traffic Assessment report, Environment Department letter, and Letter
from Hydrologist lohn Shomaker with Analysis of Water Availability on Forest Lane site
o letters of support from Placitas residents
o the complete submittal documents to Planning and Zoning.
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At 7 p.m., guests were invited to come into the sanctuary for the Public Forum, which was scheduled to
run between 7-7:45 p.m. Due to the number of speakers, the meeting ran until 8:15. There was
informal discussion between guests and PSC Members after the Forum ended.

The Forum was moderated by PSC Member Judith Roderick. Project Coordinator Andrea Mason and
Founding Member Joyce Thompson were available to answer guestions from the floor, though most
people simply wanted to make statements for or against the zoning change. Notes were taken by PSC
Members Bunny Bowen and Janice Langdale. One hand microphone was available for those who spoke
from the audience. The headcount for the meeting was 65 people, including the PSC Members sitting in
the audience.

In all, 22 residents of the Placitas community spoke to the issue. Their comments fell into three distinct
groups:
e 12 people spoke in favor of rezoning
e 6 people spoke against rezoning
s 4 people spoke to their concerns ahout the project, but felt they could live with whatever
decision was made regarding the rezoning and building of PSC

Those in favor of rezoning made the following points:
* Senior housing is needed in Placitas; many seniors move away when they can no longer manage
their large homes.
* PSC Members will be good neighbors.
Cohousing allows seniors to age in place and continue to contribute to the community.
Studies show that when seniors have a community they live longer and stay healthy longer.
Many Members of PSC already volunteer and are active members of the Placitas community.
PSC will have a low carbon footprint.
PSC is composed of “wise elders” who are committed to learning how to live together.
The level of density in Placitas West will not be significantly impacted by PSC.
Retirees benefit the town and the county through taxes and patronage to restaurants and local
stores.
Change is inevitable.
o PSC will give people more choices in their living situation when they reach retirement age.
* No one currently living in Placitas West will be forced to have an HOA, or live in community as
the Members of PSC have chosen to live.

Those against rezoning made the following points:
e [f PSCis approved and built, it will set a precedent; what is to stop people from subdividing their
land and building dense HOA communities?
s People have lived in Placitas West for 40 years and want to maintain the rural quality/low
density of the neighborhood.,
* Cohousing in and of itself is a good thing, but better situated in an urban setting.
o There are not enough local services for seniors in the Placitas area.
o PSCis not appropriate for the neighborhood.
» Strangers will be moving in and out of the PSC “condominiums”.
¢ There is too much uncertainty about how PSC will look in the future after the initial group is no
longer running the cohousing group.
e PSCis forcing themselves and their life style on a neighborhood that is low density and private.

Page | 2



There has never been an HOA in Placitas West.

Concern about the impact on a delicate environment, specifically:
o Limited water
o Light pollution
o Construction noise

PSC members are selfish and motivated by greed.

Those with concerns made the following points:

Traffic will increase; the roads are very narrow and people speed on them.

Support the idea of cohousing, but are not sure that a cohousing community fits into the
Placitas West neighborhood.

The community is being divided over this issue.
People chose to live in Placitas West because there was no HOA.

Grade changes to the land will be “massive.” Concerns about erosion control and the impact to
homes “downstream.”
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